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Into each family come those unforeseen events.
Many have survived natural disasters (floods,
tornados) and many times families were forced
to move or lives were altered for the better as a
result. Here is space for you to record whatever
you feel is appropriate in relation to your own
family’s experiences. _
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One former student and three
College graduates were' reported
missing in action or war prisoners

the past week.

Cpl. Linn Sheets, bxother-m law
of Miss Erma Edwards, financial sec-
retary, was reported “mlssmg in ac-

tion” since December 16. His wife,
the former Miss Oletha Edwards,
student here in 1931-32, and thr.e

small sons, James Edward Dor e
and Clarandine, live at -Auburn.
Teacher in Cairo High School at the
time of his entering the service, Cpl.
Sheets had been overseas about five
‘weeks previous to the time ke was
reported missing.

Also missing in action is T/5
Hersman, son of Mrs., Hazel Hers-
man, College  graduate, of Sand
ork. A War Department telegram,
received by Mrs. Hersman Monday,
Jan. 11, stated that her son, student
here in 1941-42, has been missing in
Germany smc%t ecem er 6“”1““1
eCeive s mmﬂ;y~
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1e, stated that he is a prison-
" er of war in Germany The letters
were dated November 22 and De-
" cember 3. Pvt. Murphy took his ba-
sic training at Camp Blandmo Fla.
Married and the father of “one child,
he was coach at Tanner High School

at the time he entered the service.

Mr. and Mvs. A. J. Barnett, of
Weston, have been notified that their
¢on. It. Denver R. Barnett, College
graduate, previously reported miss-
ing in action on October 17, is a
prisoner of war in Germany. A War
Department announcement stated
that the information had' heen

re-

ceived through the American Red
Cross.
The War Department communi-

cation stated that a report of his be-
ing missing had been sent when the
Flying Fortress of which he was
bombardier had been forced down in
enemy territory; the ship had faller
behind formation and was lost to
sight following a bomb run on . =
mission over Vienna. Austria. It also
stated, that, “in recognition of his"
meritorious work,” Lt. Barnett had

been awarded the Air. Medal and.
——one Oak Leaf Cluster. ' L
Lt. Barnett’s wife, the .former '

T Miss Rose Amos, of Burnsville, and
<mall son reside with  his parents.
At the time of his enlistment Janu-
ary 27, 1943, he was a teacher in
the Sutton grade school.
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Amemcans Dec 1
frantic: gamble ‘to. reverse :Allied
.advances toward the Rhine.
Twenty-five German
smashed from the E
‘German extension of ‘the rolling,
pine-clad Ardenness«—- into’ the
thinly manned U.S.: positions along
a 48-mile front .in Bglgmm and
Luxembourg: ! £
It was the worst American rev-
erséof the Eumpemeampaxgﬁ B
Intelligence had failed the hap-
less GIs manning’ frozen foxholes"
in the snow. The scale, intensity
and surprise of the’ German -ons-
laught paralyzed the American —
war machine. Everyone had
thought the war was over. : Ec
- Within 72 hours of the break-
through, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt had made up his mind
that if Hitler’s last throw succeed- —
ed in the Bulge, the United States
would use the atomic bomb on
Germany to shorten the fighting.
The plan remained a plah. The
German salient (bulge) was
"squeezed out of existence well be-

visions

fore August 1945, when the bomb

~was finally perfected for the U S.
arsenal.
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Ge attack. The
‘Peiper and had orders to stop for
nothing. . ; ; ,

It tore its way toward
Meuse River, the preliminary-tar-
‘get in a Nazi campaign designed
_.to choke off the Allled supply port
of Antwerp

Pelpers men brutalized after ™

service on the Russian front, fell
.on a retreating American artillery ——
‘column at the Baugnez. cross-

—.roads, on a tree-fringed plateau ——
_southeast of Malmedy on Dec. 17.

About 80 American prisoners >N¢

from ‘the column were butchered

ss machine gun and pistol fire ~
‘in the-scrubby grassland where,
‘today, flocks. of geese and squat
“Belgian: catt;le graze in the bitter-

<N ly cold winds.

- The Malmedy massacre was not

»the Jlast. The official U.S. Army _1

chronicles the killings of a
-300 American prisoners
least 117 Belgian civilians

at 12 locations along Peiper’s line
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On Dec. 23, Bastogne ‘was cut:
off and a ceaseless bombardment
began from around thé compass.

* McAuliffe was sent a demand un-
der truce that he surrender. His
reply, a monosyllabic “Nuts,”

into folklore. Bastogne to-
day styles itself “Nuts City.”

. ‘Bastogne héld out until armored
units of Patton’s 3rd Army, racing

..-from#Luxembourg .in a remarka-

' ble display of agility and mobility

—_ over marrow. iceicovered roads,

broke  through Dec. 26. But still
“fiercer fighting oontipued around
theshattered town until Jan. 18.
 Thefstory of Bastogne was. the
¥ swryof the Bulge ‘and the begin-

— nmg of the - end of me war By
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BATTLES s B L AWAKD OF S'ILVER STAR MEDAL

i Pr ;iéfq ‘First ()lass-.f.ﬁyt)‘iw'a;d R. Hersmann, G PR A
— Wfantry, 229th Infentry, United States Army °- =

‘For: gdllantTy in acticn on 26 July 1944, near Saintleny, France.
__ Completely-disregarding intense enemy fire, Private First Class

FHerSmaﬁnfacﬁing“aSFagmémberkof~thg *attalion intelligence.section
wouos‘coyverel the entire front gathering information which was materially
instrumental in reducing enemy counter fire. In the course’of his
work he was struck:by shell fragments in the head and neck,: ‘but
__ before submitting to svacuation:'he succeeded in locating two enemy

‘machine gun: positionsand: reporting them to the command post. By
meorTa hig fearless performence of duty and disregard for personal safety

'he contributed greatly to the progress of his battalion. FPrivate

First Class Hersmann's conspicuous devotion to duty reflects great
oscar credit upon himself- and the finest traditions of the military

service. Entered military service from West Virginia.
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